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used for the preparation of raw products for canning, although in some
cases reference will be made in later chapters to the evolution of certain
equipment and processes. The canning of corn and of peas has evolved
from hand preparation to methods that are conducted almost entirely
by automatic machinery. Peaches are no longer peeled by hand,
special lye-peeling machines now being used; pumpkin is now handled
by machinery; and special machines have been developed for peeling
and coring apples and for pitting peaches. Peaches are now pitted by
machine, and pears are peeled and cored by special machines. In general
the tendency has been toward the displacement of hand labor by auto-
matic machinery, until today the commercial cannery has become a large
and intricate machine shop, requiring the services of a large corps of
skilled mechanics.
An excellent review of the early history of canning will be found in " A
History of the Canning Industry/' published in 1913 by The Canning
Trade, of Baltimore. Additional historical notes are given in the ensuing
chapters on can making, canning of fruits, and canning of vegetables.
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